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* The research covers the period spanning from January 2018 to February o ARFAMEER AT EEERM2018F 1A E20194F2
2019. This includes both ongoing work (contentious and non-contentious) B O AREGREEHRTHNIUARELBRANTS

and matters that were closed during this timeframe. HEI,

* ALB will draw information from firm submissions, interviews, editorial - ALBEABERZTENL. i, REPWEREMT
resources and market suggestions to identify and rank the top firms for 2 1T ke HE B 0N AR A SR B TR 2 7. B E
Intellectual Property in Asia. Interviews will be conducted only if needed. R AE B E A 53 4T

* The IP rankings will be separated into two tables: “Patent” and C AN ERSEE A S HFEADS - BRI R R
“Trademark/Copyright”. The rankings will also be divided into tiers, with ER, HEGAMORENER , E—RARXA
the first tier identifying the strongest IP firms in each jurisdiction. S5k 52 (X (A Y B 28 A0 AR 7= A2 FR

* The rankings will feature both domestic and international firms.
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¢ Qur research does not cover Australia and New Zealand.
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Tier1

* CCPIT Patent &
Trademark Law Office

* China Patent Agent
(H.K.) Ltd.

* Fangda Partners
* JunHe LLP
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* Lifang & Partners o FERILHENREN

+ Wanhuida Peksung IP =~
Group

* Anlie Law Firm

* Beijing Dentons Law
Offices, LLP

* Chang Tsi & Partners
* DeHeng Law Offices

Our Rankings

Our rankings are based on the following
metrics:

* The volume, complexity and size of work
undertaken

* Presence across Asia and in individual
jurisdictions

» Key personnel hires and growth of the
practice group

* Key clients and new client wins

* Firm’s visibility and profile in
the region

* Year-on-Year development
and momentum
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advancement, several Chinese law firms

have stood out from the crowd with their
rich experience and extensive expertise in
providing IP-related legal services. Be-
ing able to keep up with the latest market
trends with quality services was the theme
of their conversations with ALB China this
year.

I n an era of innovation and technological

Being the earliest established intellectual
property service organization, the China
Council for the Promotion of International
Trade (CCPIT) witnessed the rapid develop-
ment of China’s IP service industry.

“As China actively promotes the imple-
mentation of the strategy of ‘mass entrepre-
neurship and innovation’, IP rights have also
become the driving force behind the long-
term development of domestic enterprises,”
says Gang Hu, Director of International
Trademark Department at CCPIT Patent
and Trademark Law Office. “The increasing
demand for IP-related legal services is a big

X AR AW
TERBHRNA , —
EhERMES
fiAmE R EENESR
ERIRF= R ERERS A EF
ENZRANZHN TR,
SE, s (WHERRE)
(ALB ) I EEER : UILHR
HERS IR LRI THIZHEE
BN o E & B ALY FHR R
BRENE , FEERRZRHEE
Re (FERES) RIETHE
HRF= RS AT RELR R
ReaTMNERESA
EFRERL AN FEE
PERRHER IR AR,
TR eUH BRE , HNRE KR
ERtlKBERRNE D ; WA
RFEBAAXRNEZRRSHERD

Patents

* Watson & Band Law
Offices

Tier 3

* AllBright Law Offices
* Co-effort Law Firm

* Global Law Office

* Han Kun Law Offices
* Hengdu Law Firm

* Long An Law Firm
Tier4

* An, Tian, Zhang &
Partners

* Beijing DHH Law Firm
* Hiways Law Firm

* Tahota Law Firm

* Tian Yuan Law Firm
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Copyright/Trademark

Tier1

* CCPIT Patent &
Trademark Law Office

* Fangda Partners

* King & Wood Mallesons
* Zhong Lun Law Firm
Tier2

* Anlie Law Firm

* Beijing Dentons Law
Offices, LLP

* Chang Tsi & Partners
* Co-effort Law Firm

* Global Law Office

* Hiways Law Firm

* Jincheng Tongda & Neal
Law Firm

* JunHe LLP

* Lifang & Partners

* Long An Law Firm
* Tian Yuan Law Firm

* Wanhuida Peksung IP
Group

* Watson & Band Law
Offices

Tier 3
* AllBright Law Offices

* An, Tian, Zhang &
Partners

* Beijing TA Law Firm

* DeHeng Law Offices
* Guantao Law Firm

* Han Kun Law Offices
* Hengdu Law Firm

* Hylands Law Firm

* Jingtian & Gongcheng
* Llinks Law Offices

* Ronly & Tenwen
Partners

* Tahota Law Firm
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general trend, but some industries have
had bigger development than the others.”

According to Meph Gui, partner at
Global Law Office, the fast development of
the domestic IP legal services market mani-
fests itself in three aspects: commercial IP
is on the rise, the establishment of the new
IP court, and industry-driven growth.

“The number of IP-based or IP-driven
projects is increasing,” says Gui. “The Su-
preme People’s Court has also established
a new IP court that mainly examines seven
categories of IP appeals. This will have an
important impact o n the legal services
market in the country, especially in Beijing.”

“The booming of industries, such as film,
gaming, Al, sports, will inevitably lead to a
higher transaction volume, and IP disputes
will increase accordingly as well,” Gui adds.

Weng Cailin, senior partner at Ronly &
Tenwen Partners, believes that IP-related
legal services market is experiencing a
golden age.

“Although lawyers are not industry
researchers and therefore cannot provide
macro data to support it, but as practitio-
ners, we can feel the thriving atmosphere of
this field,” says Weng.

Weng predicts that the most influential
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new business models and forms of transactions in the future will be none
other than IP capitalization.

“Previous production factors focus significantly on land, company equity
and creditor’s rights. While IP rights have gradually become more and more
important as a production factor, they are still subject to the backwardness
and restrictions of policies and legal systems, and have not found suitable
forms to realise capitalisation and securitisation,” says Weng. If IP capitaliza-
tion can break through the legal and policy bottlenecks in the future, he says,
it will rise rapidly and become the engine and driving force for a new round of
IP development.

However, Weng notes that there are not many existing cases that address
relevant legal issues that can be referenced in this regard. And that why there
are great prospects for lawyers in IP capitalization, because whether it is the
authorization, utilization, development, cooperation, attributes of the IPs,
or how to capitalize them, lawyers’ advices, strategic planning, and legal opin-
ions are indispensable.

CULTURE INDUSTRY

The concept of IP rights has gradually infiltrated into our daily lives of the
public, for example in the form of entertainment payment and knowledge pay-
ment. Several of the winning firms are experts in these areas.

Since the promulgation of China’s Copyright Law, the two founders of
Ronly & Tenwen's IP team have been working in the field, particularly in the
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China International

Patents

Tier1
* Allen & Overy

* Baker McKenzie/Baker
McKenzie FenXun (FTZ)
Joint Operation Office

* Bird & Bird
* CMS
* Deacons

* Finnegan, Henderson,
Farabow, Garrett &
Dunner

* Hogan Lovells
* Jones Day
* Mayer Brown

* Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius

* Morrison & Foerster
* Norton Rose Fulbright

* Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe

* Perkins Coie (2)
* Ropes & Gray
* Rouse

Tier 2
* DLA Piper

* Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer

* MMLC Group
* Stephenson Harwood

* Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom

* Spruson & Ferguson
* Spruson & Ferguson

* Quinn Emanuel
Urquhart & Sullivan

* Vivien Chan & Co
Tier 3

* Clifford Chance

* Dechert

* Marks & Clerk

* Oldham, Li & Nie

* Simmons & Simmons
* Squire Patton Boggs
* Wilkinson & Grist
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music industry. The series of cases un-
dertaken by the team helped promoted
the establishment of the China Audiovi-
sual Copyright Collective Management
Association. They have also handled
the first domestic music network link
infringement case and the first music
search engine infringement case.

Having dealt with many high-profile
cases related to trademarks, copyright,
trade secret infringement including
the one involving the popular TV show
in China “Ode to Joy”, the Global Law
Office is also one of the most closely
watched IP-focused law firms in China.

CCPIT’s Hu notes that since the

culture industry plays an increasingly im-

portant role in everyone’s social life, the

content of the industry is being constant-
ly developed, and the derivatives market

is being constantly expanded. The
demand for legal services for entertain-
ment law centred around contract law
and IP law has increased significantly.

The rapid growth requires profession-
als to specialise in this area and continu-

ously improve their awareness and level
of legal services in order to provide IP
services throughout the industry chain.

NEW INNOVATION BOARD

One of the hot IP-related topics in the
past moths is the new science and tech-
nology board in China’s stock market.
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Stick to the tradition, Steadily innovate--the career
development of an intellectual property attorney.
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ALB: Many of the intellectual property
litigation cases participated by Ms. ZHU
have been marked as leading cases in the
practice area. Would you please share with
us your experiences regarding intellectual
property litigation?

Ms. Zhu: We appreciate your keen
interest in these cases . Indeed, a lot
of litigation cases we represent have
attracted attention, such as: the problem
of character font in Chinese localization of
games, the problem of film and television
adaptation and production, the problem of
sports event program video, the problem
of franchise. Similar to other civil and
commercial litigation cases, litigations
pose a great challenge over the overall
skills of attorneys. Therefore, professional
knowledge, professional attainments, and
teamwork, transposition thinking and
strategic planning, etc. are all basic skills
we should master. Intellectual property
litigation cases requires relatively higher
knowledge of attorneys, not only legal
knowledge, but also industry knowledge
and technical knowledge. Regarding
the aforesaid accomplishments, | wish
to contribute them to the trust | received
from my clients and all the hard-works and
supports from every member of my team.

ALB: We noted that you practice in both
litigation and non-litigation legal services.
How would you evaluate the relationship
between these two types of legal practices?

Ms. Zhu: In my opinion, the relationship
between litigation and non-litigation
legal services is complementary and
beneficial to each other. On one hand,
litigation/arbitration cases help us to
pin-point the exact issues that are prone
to controversy in actual practices and
the most recent viewpoint of judicial/
administrative  authorities , thereby
allowing us to timely incorporate those
information in the transaction documents
of our non-litigation clients; On the other
hand, various business models and
practices of the industry learned by us from
non-litigation legal services help us in
charting plans and strategies in litigation/
arbitration, making them more acute and
executable.

ALB: We heard that the public are leaning
toward the pessimistic side regarding
the topic of “rely on the law or lawyers to
solve the problem”, especially after the
occurring of the “Mercedes-Benz event”
in Xi'an and the “Visual China event”. It

becomes a perception that by “making noise”
or through personal media, problems might be
settled more efficiently. What do you think of
this trend?

Ms Zhu: | believe that these events you
mention, on the contrary, signify the general
concern of the public about the legal system,
and this is a blessing to the society. However,
the nature of some arguments also indicates
that regarding propagation of knowledge
of law, there is still a long way to go. Taking
the “Visual China event” for example, many
questions involved shall be considered basic
knowledge, such as whether the picture of the
black hole constitutes a “work” and what kind
of “work” should it be, who shall be the right
holder, and so forth.

Although China has a continental legal system
with codified statutes and laws, my personal
experience in judicial system for four years and
law firms for more than ten years shows that it
not enough to solve actual problems or avoid
certain risks simply by knowing the actual
provisions. Moreover, in the field of intellectual
property law, the rights under different
terminologies such as copyright, trademark,
patent, franchise, unfair competition, and
trade secret are often intertwined, resulting in
the need for rich experiences and huge effort
to properly identify, analyze, and summarize
relevant issues.

ALB: | have noted that your firm, Hylands Law
Firm, launched a column called “General IP”
in the Wechat official account. Is it edited by
your team?

Ms. Zhu: Yes, and we appreciate your keen
interest in our column “General IP". Rewinding
back to 22 years ago, when Hylands Law Firm
was just established: The intellectual property
department was led by the founding partner
of Hylands Law Firm, Mr. Ma Xiaogang, and
intellectual property related legal services
were a core block of all legal services provided
by Hylands Law Firm. With the growth of our
partners, which are cultivated by Hylands Law
Firm, such as: lawyer Xiao Qun, lawyer Li
Zhengning, etc., we have established a close
relationship of in-depth cooperation based
upon common principles of legal practice,
covering numerous legal practice areas
including intellectual property law, banking
and finance, real estate, and so forth; And
we have provided legal services to a wide
range of clients, covering industries including
culture, education, sports, entertainment
media, telecommunication, cultural and
creative industries related trading, auction,
pharmaceutical, and so forth.
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Watson & Band’s current scope of practice includes

market; financial and asset management; restructuring
and insolvency; culture, entertainment and sports;
construction, real estate and infrastructure; labor and
employment; family law and wealth management; trade,

Watson & Band was established in 1995 and is headquar-  customs and tax; litigation and dispute resolution; and
tered in Shanghai. It maintains domestic and international  investigation, etc.
branch offices in Beijing, Hong Kong, Harbin, Lanzhou,

Yantai, Guangzhou, Chicago and Tokyo (for more details on i éﬁi‘ ERRIME SR
Z

. . WATSON & BAND LAW OFFICES
these offices, please refer to our official website). Over the last
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two decades Watson & Band, adhering to its philosophy of WATSONE BANCINTEL LECTUALERORERACENIIID,
“Integrity, Strategy, Professionalism and Dedication”, has R 021-52921111 FAX: 021-63500777
developed into an integrated legal and IP services provider that @ www.watsonband.com

is represented primarily by Watson & Band Law Offices and © LisThKRE080S AR 1526-274

26th Floor, The Center, No.989 Changle Road,
Watson & Band Intellectual Property Agent Ltd. Shanghai 200031 P.R.C.
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set the tone for the development of the en-
tire legal services market. This is even more
of the case in IP-related fields.

For the King &Wood Mallesons hi-tech
board IP team, specialization is in the
details. It is keeping track of the technology
platform, drug registration and clinical trial
approval status for the biopharmaceutical

* Squire Patton Boggs

Tier 3

* Clifford Chance
* Dechert

* Marks & Clerk

* Oldham, Li & Nie
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LONGAN LAW FIRM

Room 188,

Beijing International Club 21
Jianguomen

Beijing 100020, China

Tel : +86 10 6532 5588

Fax:+86 10 6532 37

represents clients ranging from Fortune 500 companies to new economy start ups. Asa full service firm, Long An lawyers Emai nganlaw.com

About Us

Established in 1992, Long An Law Firm is one of the earliest private law partnerships in China. With over 200 partners
and nearly 1000 attorneys in twenty-four offices across mainland China and Hong Kong, Long An advises and
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industry, or getting familiar with the relevant production line process systems
and techniques of the new energy industry. Only when a team of lawyers truly
understand the technologies and have developed integrated application skills,
can they truly focus on the industry and provide professional and customized IP
services.

“King & Wood Mallesons will make use of our advantages in the IP field,
and combine them with the securities business, to focus on enterprises in the
six high-tech and emerging industries, namely the next-generation information
technology, high-end equipment, new materials, new energy, energy conserva-
tion and environmental protection, and biomedicine,” says Cecilia Lou, partner at
King & Wood Mallesons.

“We will create hi-tech board-focused services such as the assessment, dis-
covery and cultivation, as well as the display of core innovation capabilities sur-
rounding IP. We will also regard it as the key and unique services in our current IP
business,” Lou adds.

E-COMMERCE

China’s is already a global leader in e-commerce both in terms of scale and mar-

ket penetration. “With the rapid development of the entire e-commerce industry,

new business models and forms of transactions have emerged, and legal services
always follow the clients’ needs,” says Hu from CCPIT.

Gui echoes Hu's opinion. But he also points to the accompanying challenges.

“For example, in the field of trademarks, the combination of software technol-
ogy and traditional industries will increase the difficulty of classifying goods and
services, and there are often no precedents for reference,” says Gui. “As a result,
the number of trademark infringement cases would go up and the verification of
infringement would become more difficult, virtually adding to the difficulties of
handling such case or resolving such disputes.”
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FAST TRAIN

Hu told ALB that the development of technologies itself has contributed to
the greater convenience of IP services: big data can be used for faster IP case
retrieval; introduction of Al can improve trademark graphic retrieval; ma-
chine translation system can make translating or proofreading foreign patent
documents more efficient; and the blockchain technology allows for quicker
evidence depositing.

Yet, a fast-changing technological environment means that anyone who
cannot keep updating themselves will soon become obsolete.

While the IP industry is thriving, only the prepared and curious lawyers can
grasp the opportunities and board this fast train.

“Because this field involves too much learning and understanding of new
things: new technologies, new models, new content, new brands. How to
maintain a strong learning ability and remain at the forefront of the market
are the biggest challenges IP lawyers face,” says Weng.

“As a IP lawyer who's been practising for more than ten years, | think IP
lawyers need to have an open and innovative mind-set,” says Gui. “They also
need to maintain their belief in the profession to overcome difficulties and
challenges and keep up with the rapid development of the IP industry.”

Gui explains that the open mind-set of an IP lawyer refers to the innovation
in his ideas, angles and methods when he's dealing with new legal issues. The
solution he offers needs to be based on the customer’s business needs, differ-
ent from the previous, and customised.

“Of course, the spirit of service and professional belief are the driving
forces behind IP lawyers for accepting challenges and innovating. Only then
can IP lawyers enjoy a long career and earn the recognition from clients and
the industry,” says Gui.

The exploration of innovation has always been the most important issue in
China’s IP industry. “In the case of technology-intensive industries, constant
innovation and improvement are required for IP discovery. For organizations
that provide IP-related services to this kind of enterprises, they also need to
continuously innovate their service products and service methods,”the KWM
partner concludes. @
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