As companies look at coping with a sluggish economy, one of
the ways they are doing so is by cutting legal costs and thereby
moving away from larger outfits and instead, turning to smaller,
nimbler law firms. Luckily for them, China has seen the rise of
some such quality outfits that are punching well above their
work potential in terms of work handled and services delivered.

In keeping with this changing scenario, Asian Legal Business
(ALB) has spotlighted the top five Firms To Watch in the country
in the new year. This time around, we at ALB targeted only those
law firms which have 10 or fewer partners across the country.
These are firms that are small, but are already making waves
and challenging much larger law firms for their share of work.

The list is in alphabetical order.
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CMS CHINA

Location of office(s): Shanghai, Beijing
Year of establishment: 1993

Number of partners: Five

Number of fee-earners: 41

CMS, the parent organisation, comprises of 10 independent
law and tax firms serving Europe, China and some other
emerging markets. The local outfit, CMS China, on the
other hand, has only five partners, but is characterised by
a wealth of expertise, having been active in the country for
several decades through representative offices in Shanghai
and Beijing.

The China team specialises in corporate, M&A, commercial,
banking and finance, intellectual property (IP), competition,
employment, and tax matters. Managing Partner Ulrike
Glueck heads a team of almost 30 legal and tax experts to
advise clients.

Speaking about the firm and its services, a client remarks:
“They are completely on the ball and extremely thorough.”
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Managing Partner Dr. Ulrike Glueck
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HENGDU LAW OFFICES

Location of office: Beijing
Year of establishment: 2009
Number of partners: Six
Number of fee-earners: 200

One of the fastest-growing law firms in China, Hengdu Law
offices is focused on intellectual property dispute resolution
with a winning rate higher than 90 percent.

With six partners leading around 200 employees in China,
Hengdu has increased revenues by more than 50 percent
and headcount by 125 in the past 12 months.

Cementing its spot as one of the notable IP law firms in the
country, Hengdu has been named among China’s Fastest-
Growing Firms by ALB and China’s Best Intellectual Prop-
erty Law Firm by other media.

Hengdu attributes its rapid growth and its

N
HENGDU high win rate to its organisational culture
I A\V that emphasises client focus, teamwork and
-~ innovation.
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JILIN GONGCHENG LAW FIRM

Location of office: Changchun, Jilin Province
Year of establishment: 2003

Number of partners: Five

Number of fee-earners: 96

Headquartered in Changchun, Jinlin province, Jilin
Gongcheng Law Firm is one of the rising stars of the coun-
try’s legal industry, more so in the northeastern part of Chi-
na.

The firm specialises in handling civil and commercial litiga-
tion, real estate, industrial zones, infrastructure and urban
construction, corporate legal service and finance matters.
It not only provides legal assistance to companies, but also
critical advice to the Jilin provincial government.

As a law firm that is speeding forward rapidly, lJilin
Gongcheng attributes its remarkable growth to China’s
booming economy. The firm’s encouraging culture has at-
tracted talented professionals and innovative management
structures, with its client base having shot up to 247 from
150 last year.

“Just as the traditional Chinese saying goes, ‘Good timing,
geographical convenience and good human relations are

the three key factors for success’,” a spokesperson for the
firm tells ALB.
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TROUTMAN SANDERS

Location of office(s): Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai
Year of establishment: 1997 (Hong Kong)

Number of partners: Nine

Number of fee-earners: 40

With more than 17 years of experience in assisting clients in
China, Troutman Sanders has offices in the country’s major
business centres of Hong Kong, Shanghai and most recently
Beijing, which opened in 2012. The firm has been a specialist
in representing Chinese clients in the food, energy and real
estate and industries among several others for more than
40 years now.

Troutman Sanders also assists Asia-based clients with their
investments and operations in the United States. Notable
work done by the firm recently in-
cluded representing Shuanghui In-

TROUTMAN ternational Holdings Ltd, now part
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of WH Group Ltd, in its acquisition
of Smithfield Foods Inc, the largest
takeover of a U.S company by a Chi-
nese firm, valued at about $7.1 billion.
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WANGHENG PARTNERS

Location of office: Beijing
Year of establishment: 2014
Number of partners: Three
Number of fee-earners: 18

The newest firm among the five Firms To Watch this year,
Wangheng Partners, was formed when three lawyers from
Jun He Law Offices, Duan & Duan and Fangda Partners
came together. While the firm was launched in September,
it officially started operations on November last year.With
three partners and 18 staff on board, the firm has already
advised on significant international and domestic cases.

Based on the three partners’ expertise, the firm has made its
focus clear: venture capital, private equity, mergers and ac-
quisitions and dispute resolutions, including industries such
as media, sports, the internet, pharmaceuticals, biological
sciences, real estate, education, and film and television.

“Owing to our strategic cooperation with other market play-
ers, we believe our business will see a significant increase in
the next 12 months,”says Zou Qiushuang, one of the three
founding partners of the firm.
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Wangheng Partners



