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ntellectual property (“IP”) is the foundation for entrepreneur- ARl 65z &, EER
ship and innovation. With the progress of the times and the KRAOBEHWEE , RN E
development of technologies, IP has been elevated to a status BATHEMENEH , MzAEEEIG

never seen before where new challenges are also presenting them- EFHTE EMARENREREX - IR

selves. Against this focus on the IP legal market, Asian Legal Busi- SRR A RN A G RE ARG E, i
ness (“ALB") is committed to identifying excellent IP lawyers who N (TN ERZE) (ALB) 36 3% SR FEAY
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recommendation, lawyer achievement, practice specialization, new
client wins, client interview and market reputation, a total of 15 top
IP lawyers has been selected by ALB.

ALB is proud to present all winners below in alphabetic order. UTREARERE 7 BINF 55

Estella Chen BR& Han Kun Law Offices SR # & B 55 F

Helen Cheng 2% Zhong Lun Law Firm F14& ( L8 ) B S5
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Li Zhijun BEE ETR Law Firm [ {E B X2 IF =SSP
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ESTELLA CHEN LU\ o] o 5 (o 5

With nearly two decades of legal practice experience and a solid
educational background in science, Estella Chen has profound
knowledge and practical experiences in respect of IP and company
law. Specializing in IP, litigation and dispute resolution, merger
and acquisition (“M&A"), corporate and foreign investment, Chen
is especially known for her expertise in business operation, IP
transaction and rights protection with regard to Internet compa-
nies, technology businesses and cultural and media enterprises.
Her achievements include winning a trademark infringe-
ment and unfair competition case for Tuniu.com, a
\ Chinese travel site; helping Momo Inc., a US-listed
top-3 social networking app in China, persuade the
\ plaintiff to withdraw a core trademark infringement
lawsuit worth more than RMB ten million; provid-
l ing IP legal services for UBER China in its merger
with Didi Chuxing; and, reviewing and revising IP
transaction documents and technology licensing
and business cooperation agreements for Megvii (the
developer of the facial recognition system “Face++")
in a cooperation project with Ant Financial Services
Group. Chen attributes her success to efficiency, focus
and engagement. Efficiency: replying to clients within 24
hours without delay. Focus: focusing on doing one thing at
a time with perseverance; getting up-to-date with new in-
dustry rules and updates; keeping abreast of business and
market developments; being meticulous and dedicated with
flexibility. Engagement: communicating with clients any time
appropriate and thinking and acting in clients’ shoes when de-
veloping solutions, rather than stopping short of getting prob-
lems solved or being obsessed with theories.
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HELEN CHENG

Helen Chen specializes in IP-related practices, including IP strat-
egy consulting, IP litigation and IP transaction and licensing. She
has rich practical experience in her specialization, and is qualified
in both China and the US. She has acted in a number of IP pro-
ceedings with domestic or even international impact, involving
patent, copyright, trademark and trade secret protection, unfair
competition, etc. Over the past year, she helped Huntsman Corp.
file a patent infringement lawsuit worth over RMB 200 million
against a Chinese listed company in the Shanghai High People’s
Court, and acted for Beijing Shouhuan Cultural Tourism Co., Ltd.
with regard to various IP issues surrounding the Beijing Universal
Theme Park Project (No. 1 project of the municipal government
of Beijing in 2015), including negotiations with the foreign
investor. In her view, the foremost factor of success is “hard-
work”, meaning striving to improve service quality by fol-
lowing the 10,000-hour rule, which in turn enhances her
reputation; the other factor is “platform”, referring to the
renowned international or domestic firms she has worked
for, which has greatly helped bolster her competency by al-
lowing her access to major, sophisticated and cutting-edge
IP cases.

27 BEE=% I EET
BEREMEITENESIREARLE , 2F4A
MFEREBER., FRFERFA. JHR~
RRESHTE, wEZFHEEEFEN
EZEL%  HEEPEZHERFR LG
., BEIRESISHEERNHEERKY
EEEREMPANRASNEY , $RE
R, FEN, &R, BLBBREF. KT
EYEREELNATE,. TE2—FE | BF
BFERERRTHELATIRENE LT L
WHERERTHELEETESRARER
RUERBBY2ZARTHERERE ; K
FIATEELIRFEA AL B TIREREK
EF@EumA (dtmHBAF2015F 15 H)
PHERMIA=RN AR , BESNGHET
RHE, EEFEMER , I ERSE
—R‘Bh  BE-TINER, BAR
HRENRNABCRRETFNEE ; £=
BF A, NEEREIEUKR, —EHE
ERFZEALRANENERTIE, BXE
NEMERERFRHNARS~NRYE
FNECEENNRARERE



WWW.LEGALBUSINESSONLINE.COM
©: ALB_China @: Connect with Asian Legal Business

TOP 15 IP LAWYERS | 33

1A/ KING & WOOD MALLESONS

A partner at King & Wood Mallesons, He Wei focuses on IP-related
litigation and international and domestic arbitration. With ample
experiences both theoretically and practically in IP litigation and
international commercial dispute resolution, she has acted for Chi-
nese and foreign clients in hundreds of lawsuits and arbitrations,
involving trademarks, patents, copyrights, trade secrets, domain
names, franchises, joint ventures, commercial M&As, financial
leasing, licensing agreements, international sales of goods and
equity transfers, in addition to various types of contract and in-
fringement disputes. He is well-recognized among clients for her
outstanding capabilities and winning rate. Her clients span mul-
tinationals, domestic and foreign-invested enterprises, as well as
large State-owned enterprises, for which she has acted in civil
and administrative IP lawsuits in courts at all levels, and
in @ number of arbitrations at the China International
Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission, Beijing
Arbitration Commission, Court of Arbitration of In-
ternational Chamber of Commerce, Hong Kong
International Arbitration Centre and Japan Com-
mercial Arbitration Association. She attributes her
confidence to years of practice with targeted per-
severance. In addition, with new laws and regula-
tions coming into force and new knowledge gener-
ated in areas never explored before, she highlights
“keep learning” as integral to broadening a lawyer’s
horizon and building a sustainable career.
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LI ZHIJUN [35:89.\NE LY

Li Zhijun has practiced law for 20 years with a focus on IP. In
terms of patent agency, Li's team has been a leader in Guang-
zhou in terms of trademark and patent agency business vol-
ume. In terms of rights protection, in 2006, he launched a
non-profit campaign together with the Guangdong IP Protec-
tion Association for over 180 Chinese businesses whose well-
known trademarks have been squatted in Hong Kong. In addi-
tion, he has helped key enterprises with their patent protection
efforts, enabling them to win back substantial market shares.
All these cases feature both significant social im-
pact and economic benefits. In terms of social con-
tribution, Li took part in organizing the “2016 China
(Guangdong) IP Investment and Financing Project
Match-making Fair”, helping drive the growth of IP
finance. Li believes a top IP lawyer cannot manage
without an excellent team, as IP services are a chain
made up of “links"” such as application, invalidation,
litigation, operation, investment and financing,
etc. which requires seamless cooperation between
technical and legal talents to provide best services
for clients.
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LI JINGCHUAN

Li Jingchuan is a senior partner at Tahota Law Firm, with LLB
and LLM degrees from the School of Law at Renmin Univer-
sity of China and the School of Law at Tsinghua University,
respectively. During his 16-year legal career, Li has acted for
a number of major and influential IP and civil and commercial
lawsuits. Over the past year, he acted for Sogou Inc. in a law-
suit against alleged Pinyin input IME patent infringement by
Baidu; for State Grid Corporation of China in an action brought
y Beijing PowerUnique Technologies Co., Ltd. against
Beijing CSSCA Software Technology Co., Ltd. and State
Grid (a third party) concerning disputes over soft-
ware copyright licensing contracts; for Shenzhen
Feipengda Manufacturing Co., Ltd. in a lawsuit
filed by Beijing AVIC Zhicheng Co., Ltd. over “J-
10 Aircraft” copyright infringement; and, for
Changyou.com Ltd. in its lawsuit against Beijing
Qiyou Interactive Network Technology Co., Ltd.
and Beijing Xuanyou Online Network Technology
Co., Ltd. over copyright infringement. While prac-
ticing law, Li has also published several papers re-
lated to his profession. He believes “keeping studying,
learning from every experience and delivering strategic,
forward-looking and pragmatic solutions” is crucial for an
IP lawyer to excel.
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With both scientific and legal educational backgrounds, Liu
Minxuan is an expert qualified to practice both as a lawyer and
a patent attorney. He started his career at a foreign business
as a technical director and then a legal officer who drafted and
reviewed thousands of domestic and foreign contracts. Having
experienced nearly one thousand patent and trademark agency
cases and over one hundred patent infringement and invalida-
tion actions, he can always help clients find the best solutions
no matter how sophisticated the cases may be. He has handled
a number of pace-setting IP lawsuits, including two patent in-
fringement lawsuits worth over RMB 100 million each, and a
series of patent invalidation, administrative and civil lawsuits for
a world-renowned Japanese company. He is also active in pro
bono events, such as during the Shanghai World Expo and
the establishment of the IP Association for the China
(Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone. In his view, an ex-
cellent IP lawyer should have not only profound
expertise, but ample experience in patent agency
and familiarity with every aspect, or every “cell”,
of the patent agency process, so as to always
propose the appropriate solution in any patent
lawsuit, whether acting for the plaintiff or de-
fendant, or for a domestic or foreign client, in fil-
ing a claim with a patent administrative authority
or participating in court proceedings, oral hearings
on patent invalidation or administrative litigation.
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MA XIANG QiU GRS LY

A senior partner of Tiantai Law Firm and the head of its IP prac-
tice team, Ma Xiang is also deputy director of the IP Commit-
tee under the All China Lawyers Association. He founded the
Trademark Committee under the Beijing Lawyers Association,
and was elected director for three consecutive terms. During his
23-year career, Ma has handled a number of major, complex and
sophisticated cases regarding trademarks including “Feicheng-
wurao (If you are the one)”, “Didi Taxi”, “Cabernet”, “ipad”,
“Wing Wah", “Daoxiangcun” and “Baidu”. Over the past year, he
was involved in the “Feichengwurao” trademark infringement
lawsuit, the “Evergrande Spring” trademark objection defense
and trademark infringement action, the “Lei Jun” trademark in-
fringement and unfair competition lawsuit, the “QQ Star” unfair
competition lawsuit, and the “Qing-Feng Steamed Dumpling
Shop” trademark infringement and unfair competition case.
He was the editor-in-chief of the Trademark Practice
Guide for Chinese Lawyers and the Practice Guide for
Application for Trademark Registration by Lawyers.
Ma aims to continue devoting himself to improving
his skills for better client service, strengthening
his capacity for enabling faster business develop-
ment and promoting ethics in his profession. On
this long quest in the realm of trademark legal
services, his endeavors have paid off well.
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As one of the few veterans in the field of cross-border IP prac-
tices, Ran has advised many Chinese and US multinationals on
IP and unfair competition disputes. Her practice covers various
claims involving patents, trade secrets, trademarks and unfair
competition. As attorney for Chinese businesses, Ran has han-
dled a number of “Section 337" investigations launched by the
US International Trade Commission (“ITC"”), making her one of
the lawyers who has acted for the highest number of such inves-
tigations. In addition to advising on ITC cases, she has been help-
ing Chinese businesses with proceedings in US courts and with
IP transactions, and providing legal support for Chinese and in-
ternational enterprises with regard to IP disputes within the
Chinese court system and legal procedures of IP-related
administrative authorities. Ran believes an excellent IP
lawyer should understand clients’ real commercial
interests before determining their interests in law-
suits and helping them develop appropriate litiga-
tion strategies, which are of a global scale in some
cases, so as to help clients achieve their commercial
goals through litigation in a creative manner.
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HANS SHE

Educated at renowned Chinese and US law schools, Hans
She is a partner of Fangda Partners focusing on high-end
IP legal services. He has been helping dozens of overseas
IP holders handle their IP affairs in China, including but not
limited to patent infringement litigation, patent invalidation
procedures, trademark infringement litigation, trademark
opposition and cancellation procedures, competition-
related litigation, copyright disputes and trade secret
disputes. For instance, he acted for The North Face
in a trademark infringement and unfair competition
lawsuit against Mei John Chao, and L'Oreal Group in
patent infringement actions against multiple infring-
ers. She believes the success of an IP lawyer depends
firstly on full understanding of clients’ needs and win-
ning of their trust and favor through integrity and
diligence, and secondly on delicacy and flexibility
through integration of text book knowledge and real-
life wisdom.
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SIMON TSI [« L\ [eR S ELGU [HS

Simon Tsi has been the managing partner of Chang Tsi & Partners
since he founded the law firm in 2002. His broad-ranged practice
includes IP, dispute resolution, corporate law, labor law, among
others, with specialization in the IP field. Specifically, his IP-related
practice involves IP evaluation and management strategy for enter-
prises, application for affirming rights such as trademark, patent
and copyright, IP commercial transaction, brand licensing and ap-
preciation, IP market monitoring, IP infringement remedy (includ-
ing administrative, judicial and non-litigation claims), and IP due
diligence. He has handled a number of major and sophisticated
disputes, such as the “Tang” (owned by Kraft Foods
Group Inc.) trademark infringement and unfair com-
petition case which was finally retried by the Supreme
People’s Court, the “Onetouch” (owned by Johnson &
Johnson) trademark administrative litigation case, and
the trademark infringement lawsuit filed by Under Ar-
mour Inc. against Fujian Tingfeilong Sports Goods Co.,
Ltd. Tsi believes that to succeed, an IP lawyer should
always focus on client needs with commitment to
maximizing their interests, have the awareness and
ability of innovation that enable them to adapt to
changes in the IP realm, troubleshoot clients’ prob-
lems with a long-term mindset on IP management,
and maximize clients’ legitimate interests and rights
through all-round, multi-level and one-stop IP legal
services.
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Allen Wang mainly specializes in IP legal advisory services and typ-
ical dispute resolution with regard to films, TV, culture and media,
and has rich experiences in the areas of film- and TV-related in-
vestment and financing, foreign investment entry and international
cooperation, copyright licensing and transfer, film and TV program
production and distribution, artist brokerage, design, animation,
and online games. He serves as chairman of the Copyright Com-
mittee under the China branch of the International Association
for the Protection of Intellectual Property (“AIPPI”), and has been
appointed as one of the first batch of dispute resolution and me-
diation specialists at the Electronic Intellectual Property Center of
the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology. Over the past
year, he dealt with the Mei Hua Lao (by Chiung Yao, the Taiwan-
based writer and producer) copyright lawsuit; responded, as attor-
ney for Lu Chuan (a Chinese director) and China Film Group Corp.,
to a lawsuit filed by Tian Xia Ba Chang (penname of Zhang
Muye, the author) over protection of the integrity of works
with regard to the movie Jiu Ceng Yao Ta (Chronicles of
the Ghostly Tribe); responded, on behalf of Baofeng
Group Co., Ltd., to a software copyright lawsuit
brought by CyberLink Corp.; and handled, for Tan-
gren Media Co., Ltd., the arbitration and litigation
actions on adaption rights and unfair competition
regarding the game Xian Jian Qi Xia Zhuan (Chi-
nese Paladin). According to Wang, insight into
industry developments and in-depth engagement
with the design and management of business mod-
els are important for IP lawyers to help clients sharp-
en market competitiveness and control risks.
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WANG ZHAOLIN

Wang Zhaolin’s practice mainly covers patent dispute resolution, enterprise
patent positioning and application, patent analysis, evaluation and due
diligence, patent licensing and transaction structuring, and IP competition
and abuse sanction. He performed, on behalf of a multinational company,
research and analysis in preparing for a DVD patent infringement action in
China, cooperating with the legal staff from the multinational’'s headquar-
ters in conducting technical analysis of the infringing products and develop-
ing the litigation strategy; sued, as attorney for a Chinese Internet firm,
its rival for IME patent infringement and responded to patent
invalidation requests; responded, on behalf of a US-based
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\ multinational and its Chinese subsidiary, to a patent in-

fringement lawsuit jointly filed by its European and
Asian competitors, and managed to win the support of

‘ the Supreme People’s Court in jurisdiction objections;

intervened, as engaged by a Sweden-based multina-

' tional, in the second-instance stage of an administra-

tive action where the multinational’s invention patent
was ruled invalid in the invalidation and first-instance
stages, and finally reversed the ruling with support from

the Beijing High People’s Court and the Supreme People’s
Court, thereby preserving the invention patent and protect-

ing the client’s significant market share. To become a top IP
lawyer, Wang believes it is necessary to work hard and keep
an open mind, honor IP wholeheartedly or even faithfully, and
take pains to protect clients’ legitimate interests and rights, all
of which cannot do without support from professional teamwork
and law firms as platforms.
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XIE GUANBIN

During his employment with the Policy & Regulation Depart-
ment under the State Scientific and Technological Commis-
sion, and the Office for Intellectual Property Rights Conference
under the State Council, Xie Guanbin helped draft and revise
China’s legislations on IP and technology and took part in IP
negotiations with US, Japan, the European Union, Russia and
other countries. Xie founded Lifang & Partners in 2002, where
he focuses on IP disputes, anti-trust and competition law, and
legal advisory for high-tech firms. He has won a large number
of high-profile IP cases, counting Microsoft, IBM, Heinz, Sol-
vay, Samsung, Trend Micro, Epson, Yamaha, Hyosung, Midea,
China Unicom, Sogou, ZTE, PICC, CNPIEC, CNNIC and ISTIC
as clients. To Xie, a successful IP lawyer must be tech-savvy,
forward-looking and very attentive to details. No matter
how simple and time-consuming some details might
look, always remember that the devil is in the de-
tails.
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As a leader of trademark litigation for the firm’s IP practice
group, Zhang Ying offers trademark agency, administrative liti-
gation involving the granting and affirmation of rights, infringe-
ment and IP rights portfolio management services to multina-
tionals, foreign law firms and high-profile Chinese clients. Over
the past year, Zhang represented a well-known German car
manufacturer to file a trademark infringement lawsuit in Beijing,
where all claims were supported in the first instance, and her
client was awarded over RMB 800, 000 in damages. She rep-
resented a Shenzhen-based pharmaceutical group and its
Hubei branch to litigate a case with a pharmaceutical
company affiliated to China National Pharmaceutical
Group over trademark infringement and administra-
tive affirmation of trademark. She was also deeply
I involved in the legal dispute between Dutch TV pro-
ducer Talpa, Zhejiang Tangde and Talpa’s former
licensee in connection with the name of The Voice
, of China and the claim that this program has consti-
tuted an unregistered well-known trademark in China.
In addition, Zhang was a member of the Chinese legal
team representing the Chinese steel industry to respond
to the US steel section 337 trade case. She believes that as
technologies and business models evolve, IP legislation and
enforcement have been changing too, alongside with a great
number of new challenges. Given the impact of globalization,
IP and IP protection are both borderless. IP lawyers must always
keep abreast of the latest developments.
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AL [V '} WATSON & BAND LAW OFFICES

As managing partner at Watson & Band Law Office, Yang Jun
has been working as an IP lawyer for more than twenty years,
focusing on both litigation and non-litigation affairs con-
cerning IP, corporate and investment. In particular, Yang has
very rich experience and profound litigation skills in dealing
with IP lawsuits and disputes. Yang has successfully handled
trademark, copyright, patent, trade secret, unfair competition
and contract cases for a number of world-class companies,
including Starbucks Corporation, Nike, Coca-Cola, Nikon,
Blizzard Entertainment and Universal Studios. Yang's cases
have been included in Top 10 IP Cases released by the Su-
preme People’s Court. Meanwhile, Yang is IP advisor to many
companies both at home and abroad to provide coun-
seling services involving IP management, institutional
construction and protection. Yang believes that an

outstanding IP lawyer should uphold strong profes-

sional ethics, and have high competence, integrity

and professionalism.
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