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Asian Legal Business (ALB) Top 15 Rising Lawyers focus on the rising lawyers in Mainland China with ambition, potential,
excellent performance and established reputation. In the three months’ research, we saw hundreds of excellent young
lawyers and brought to you the ranking list of 15 rising lawyers. The new stars demonstrate their love of the legal
profession and ambition. They have accumulated plenteous experiences in their respective practice areas and made great
achievements. With their outstanding performance, established reputation and expanding client base, the 15 lawyers
showcase to us their potential and excellence. Their fast development proves their potential to become the industry
leaders in future. ALB expects and believes they will make more eye-catching achievements in future!
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Individuals need to either be under the age of 40 or have no morethan15years I E M 40 L TS EEZ M L% T8
of legal professional experience to be considered as a rising lawyer. The list 155 MNA, BRIRBTIRELRE :
was chosen on the following criteria: N ey

1. EEHH ;

1. Significant achievements;

2. Important deals or cases; 2. RENHEARSRURM

3. Significant work in the last 12 months; 3, BXI2NANEEIEAS ;

4. Clients the candidate has acted for; 4, BEANEEEF

5. Significant accolades the candidate has received for work in the form of 5. {Ri&AFREHEMA

public recognition; . .
6. Clients’ comments and colleagues’ comments. 6. B IHANRBEFN.
9

Winners are listed below by their surnames in alphabetical order. AT &2 BRRARELEREFBIRFHI,
Yan Chen Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer ~ Capital Markets, Investment and Financing, General Corporate Matters
Ba EMERIMEST RANG, LURBEREALNTNES
Chenliang Li JunHe LLP Capital Markets, PE, VC
FRRE BREWES RATG, RERN, XRERERE
Mengyu Lu Sidley Austin Capital Markets, M&A
E¥F BREEMESH RATG, HM
Feng Ma King & Wood Mallesons Banking and Financing
Dig EHEBIMBSAT RITREA
William Qiu Zhong Lun Law Firm Capital Markets, M&A, PE&VC, FDI and Outbound Investment
g RCRITSESS AT RAMG, M, AERRARRRE, MRERBIHNRE
Qing Ren Global Law Office Anti-trust, WTO/International Trade, Dispute Resolution
3 283 JIE S50 RZW, WTOSERRZ. FUWHR
Xi Sun Lifang & Partners IP, Anti-trust & Competition
HE VA RMEST AR, REFRFELRES
Hang Wang Baker McKenzie Capital Markets and Commercial, Corporate Financing, M&A
Ef N7 & B et ERREIME 5T RATG, ARE, HH
Leo Wang Llinks Law Firm Capital Markets/ Corporate Financing, M&A/Restructuring, PE/VC, Asset
FRE BHRMESF Management

A ARRE, WaFRAETEL, BARTIRE/RRRE, A-EE
Mingkai Wang Beijing Jincheng Tongda & Neal ~ M&A/Restructuring/IPO, PE/VC, Real Estate Investment and Financing, FDI
E=LZE) Law Firm NRHMELASERILT, RERPURRES/RRRFE, ERMIRHERFih =&
RS WEREIMESFT B SFEERE
Wei Wei Grandall Law Firm Capital Markets
55 EAEMESAT RATG
Yuting Wu Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Cross-border Mergers, Acquisitions and Investments, and U.S. Corporate
REE Flom LL Finance and Capital Markets Transactions
IR IMES T BRAMRE, NEMAE BRATHE

Jennifer Zhang DeHeng Law Offices Cross-border Banking & Finance Outbound M&A
9 BlERMESH BIRBTRA R
Rongsheng Zhang Jingtian & Gongcheng Capital Markets, M&A/Restructuring, PE
SRR M ERANHEMES ESMRATY, AMEA , AERTURA
Xuan Zhang East & Concord Partners Finance, Asset Management, Project Financing
5K 3 RIBLMEIMESFr oH, REEE. ARRT

LEGALBUSINESSONLINE.COM/CHINA ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS CHINA « T @24 @R 17



Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

YAN CHEN

A partner with Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, Yan Chen is currently
based in the firm’s Beijing and Hong Kong offices. Chen specializes in cap-
ital markets, corporate investment and financing and general corporate
affairs, and his in-depth knowledge of US securities laws is considered es-
sential by issuers and underwriters for initial public offerings (“IPO”) and
other capital market transactions. At the same time, Chen also has deep
understanding and rich experiences of the application of the rules
of the Hong Kong Stock Exchange (“HKEX"), the rules of the Se-
curities and Futures Commission of Hong Kong and Chinese
laws to international capital market transactions. Having
acted for a number of issuers and underwriters in inter-
national securities issuance, Chen is particularly expe-
rienced in representing the IPOs of Chinese companies
on the HKEX and the US market. He has worked as
a lead lawyer for a series of well-known IPO projects,
including the IPOs of Wanda Commercial Properties,
CICC, Cinda Asset Management and Everbright Bank.
In addition, Chen provides legal services for a range
of capital market transactions for Chinese companies,
multinational corporations and investment banks, and is
equally competent at private equity financing and merger
and acquisition (“M&A”). “My ambition comes from my love
of and interest in law. Striving for excellence, client first and
team spirit are the core values that | hold dear in my legal career. | will
always keep in mind the mantra of having a long-term vision and setting
specific goals, and | believe the only way to succeed lies in taking action.
Only unremitting efforts day and night bring success.” said Chen.
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JunHe LLP
CHENLIANG LI

The head of JunHe's largest practice group (capital market group 3),
Chenliang Li specializes in all kinds of reorganization, domestic and
overseas listing, private equity and venture capital practices. He as-
sists Chinese enterprises to go public and issue bonds on domestic and
overseas markets, helps listed companies make cross-border invest-
ment and acquire substantive assets, cooperates with Credit Suisse,
UBS, BNP Paribas, Deutsche Bank, CICC, ICBC International, CITIC
CLSA, Haitong International and other major investment banks on a
long-term basis, and accepts invitations by the HKEX to provide train-
ing for enterprises in terms of listing on the Hong Kong market. Li has
acted for various well-known equity investment funds and venture cap-
ital funds, including CDH Investments, Goldman Sachs, Banyan Capi-
tal, Triton, CVC and Certain Capital, and has been involved in their vari-
ous investment projects, being especially active in recent years in TMT,
health and medical care, culture and education, catering, television
and film, etc. Li also serves as legal advisor to industry-leading start-
ups to help them with private equity financing. In addition, he is also a
part-time tutor for masters’ degree students of East China University of
Political Science and Law, and has taught practical courses for gradu-
ate students there. Guided by values of professionalism, pragmatism
and problem orientation in his practice, Li wishes to lead his team to
partner reputable investment institutions and entrepreneurs to help
solve problems and accomplish even more and better projects.

18 ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS CHINA « T % 225 -F E iR

EERMESM
FR=®
TREEMBEZEEAZFANLESEH (RATHH=AH )
HE, ERKEESARERNA LT, RERAMA
RRELS, ZERTHBPELCLEENNLTNE
&, BPLHTLARBERENUMERES , KBE
WE. WR, ZB, ER, F&. THRER. PEE
B, BEERSEIERTEE  HEEBRIMBE
RelHESEHE), ZEFRRIE, S8, 5
#&, Triton, CVC, REZFHEKNFK
BESANRERERES  S5HE
ERARWMEB , EFEETMT, &
BET. LtHE. %,
EONENHRINER, =
ZIMIRBET L LA
Bl By EEBE |, B
HEZRALERE, =
BIMEREELRBEEKR
FERIOFTESTH , H#
BREZRFREFIRE
SRR, TEMRAL
o, ESEMBREBHS
ERRLES K BETHM
H R\ 5L B R R ENE TS
WREHE , HEIBRREZ ,
HEZSEHFHIE,

JULY 2017



Sidley Austin
MENGYU LU

A corporate finance partner with Sidley Austin, Mengyu Lu
practices in IPO on the HKEX, securities issuance, M&A, pe-
rennial compliance by listed companies and other fields. As
one of the partners-in-charge, she has completed a number
of high-profile financing projects on the market, including
acting for underwriters to complete Guangzhou Rural Com-
mercial Bank’s Hong Kong listing worth approximately USD
one billion, representing Xiwang Foodstuffs in handling its
USD 730 million acquisition of Kerr Investment, participating
in China Huarong Asset Management’s USD 2.3 billion list-
ing on the Main Board of the HKEX on behalf of underwriters,
acting for Goldman Sachs and other placing agents to com-
plete the USD 3.1 billion placement by China Galaxy Secu-
rities, representing China Railway Signal & Communication
Corporation to complete its Hong Kong listing worth USD 1.4
billion, etc. Lu shared that “My practice philosophy is to come
up with the best problem-solving ideas for my clients, taking
into account the clients’ best interest (including both legal,
commercial and other interest), in order to achieve an ideally
and hopefully win-win situation for the clients. And this is my
biggest motivation to progress through my career.”
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King & Wood Mallesons
FENG MA

Feng Ma has over a decade of solid experience in banking and financing,
specializing in banking, project financing, domestic and international
lending and the establishment of financial institutions, and is particular-
ly prolific and well regarded in the field of aircraft and equipment finan-
cial leasing. Ma has led a number of “groundbreaking” financing proj-
ects in aircraft and aviation areas in the past 12 months alone, including
acting for the Henan provincial branch of the China Development Bank
(“CDB") to complete the first Russian aircraft financing project, repre-

senting Haitong Unitrust International Leasing to complete
the first ever transaction of the Irish aircraft leasing
platform, assisting the successful establishment of
the “2016 Shanghai Collective Trust Scheme of
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China Credit Trust and China Aircraft Leasing”,
the first aircraft leasing asset securitization
project on the domestic market that uses col-
lective property rights trust schemes as the
carrier, etc. Innovation and perseverance are
the philosophies Ma has always been follow-
ing in his practice. Going forward, he wishes
to continue leveraging King & Wood Malle-
sons’s top-notch banking and financing busi-
ness platform to provide clients with solutions
integrating both legal and commercial consider-
ations, and constantly innovate and steadily march
forward while holding firmly onto fine traditions.
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Zhong Lun Law Firm POBRIMESFT
WILLIAM QIU BBz

Currently an equity partner with Zhong Lun Law Firm, William Qiu HZEZZMA NP LR ITESSHANES W
mainly practices in the areas of capital markets, cross-border M&Aand A , BB U SIHERATE. BEHAY
investment, private equity and venture capital. Dually qualified in the Ei® FAERNMXNEIRE, BEEBIHE
New York State of the US and China, Qiu has practiced for many years 752 & 41 £9 M 22 f Hh ol & 4% K & B 2 I\l
with several international law firms prior to joining Zhong Lun. B EMARRZE , BRTSESRE
Over the past year, Qiu was involved in a number of major and com-  FREIMES AL ZE,

plex transactions., including acting for Tsinghua Unisplendour TEMN—Fh  BRFASELRO RN

to complete its cross-border M&A ?f H3C from Hewlett- EEETHICHEE XN ( S RR251ZE

Packard (worth over USD 2.5 billion), for China Growth ), RELO RSN WEKE AT
Capgal landdofthers in thfei':l prévatizlatiodngcquijition %Jﬁﬂﬁﬂ’\]ﬁxﬁﬂﬁﬂ&)ﬂ@&ﬁ?&ﬂﬁ% (&
and related financing of Nasdaqg-listed OmniVision = N 40 i
Technologies (worth approximately USD two bil- igg?%zfj?azﬁ’aﬁfﬁ%ﬁfmﬁwffzié
lion), and for the privatization by Xiamen Insight R B ¥ ,( als e
Investment of NYSE-listed Xueda.com (worth ap- %E”)_%;Eitﬁ%\ 9 315 °. ﬁBf?UﬂWﬁ‘%J«{\
proximately USD 400 million). Qiu always puts Tl _%jgﬁjhﬂkﬁ’zw jg*:iﬂ ’ ngi
“professionalism” at the core of his practice. To Uﬂi?’qwgkjj:j:kﬂ'égfﬁﬁ}\mg’}%ﬁﬁ“
achieve professionalism, Qiu is actively committed LENRF , EFRLSHRAWE, )Eﬁ

to improving the professional skills, discipline and MR, henEFRESEEENSH

competency of himself and his team. He upholds the BRI RR G RS @RS .

principle of being honest and responsible in business,

and strives to provide clients with creative and high value-

added solutions and quality services.

Global Law Office HEREBMESFT
QING REN 1TE

Armed with a wealth of practical experiences in anti-monopoly prac- FRTEEFENREMEIZLE , AR
tices, Qing Ren has acted for many domestic and overseas clients in ZERNNBFRPHEBLEEED R ZHE
filing for anti-monopoly review of the concentration of businessop- 3 K RN K ZHIALE K RERZHESIF
erators, responding to anti-monopoly investigations, handling anti- W, HEHRZMENES. F2ME4t
monopoly civil lawsuits and providing anti-monopoly compliance fh, EEEMM, SHHHEE  NEFEMN
services. Ren is an arbitrator with the Beijing Arbitration Commis- BIE : REPESENSREE-REEMH
sion, the Shanghai International Arbitration Center and the Chongqg- RNERz—  SESERBETRIZRE
ing Arbitration Commission, engaging in commercial arbitration. He WEERBATFPERFARRE, T2
is one of the pioneer lawyers who practice in the field of arbitration FRAEESAWTOEHRASSEE

between investors and investment host countries, including acting + AWT 1w 20
for the closely-watched arbitration of Ansung Housing vs. Chinese %;E;J Ti%O/FSAi}!T%i{TE%%%?;&H

Government. In addition, an executive council member of the WTO N Al 45 b b s A

Law Research Society of the China Law Society, Ren has handled a %ﬂﬁ%;ﬁgf‘f;é;ﬂﬂ = %ME
number of WTO dispute cases, and provides advisory and compli- %o E’{ . Im{i ) RER
ance services for a large number of enterprises in terms of export - REHRALES AL,
control, WTO/FTA agreements, customs affairs, etc. “Winning clients %EZ: %%Tﬁﬂk% ’ J‘;{ﬁﬁl‘
with professionalism” has long been Ren’s principle in practice. “To REBROEL ; FERA
this end, a lawyer must keep improving his/her professional compe- #HEmG, T, EFKE
tence to ensure the professionalism of legal skills, have a thorough HER , LBRERT RN
understanding of markets, industries, clients and specific needs to Tl EENNEEEE
ensure the professionalism of the solutions offered, and constantly ~ A RHLSENRFH T
introspect to ensure professionalism in terms of attitude and con- oy 7

duct.”

JULY 2017
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Lifang & Partners MERMESR

XI SUN WE

Xi Sun joined Lifang & Partners in 2005, and is now a partner in INERIMT2005F MAL S RMESF ,
charge of patent litigation in the firm’s Beijing office. Since em- ~ RN M FRMESFFRILRTD 2 EF RiFiRL
barking on his practice, Sun has always been focusing on intel- ~ FHAREUA, ERITAHLLRHKL
lectual property (“IP") litigation, especially patent litigation, and & ETFHIRF=MRIFIAGE , AHEEZTRIF
has extremely rich litigation experiences. So far, Sun has acted for A% , BEAFEEFEWIFIAZR, FIEH
hundreds of patent infringement, patent invalidityand other J 1t , A ERMELRET/LEREZFE
IP cases. Most of the cases he has handled are major, ., THRUKRECHIR~NES |, E£IEIF
difficult and influential, including second-instance  FRXIEMERGEF , KB EE K. T,
cases and retrial cases adjudicated by the Su- BEH-—EZMHINEHLE K SEERSAR
preme People’s Court, some of which have  sgpEwBEM—%, BE =4 I REEMW
also been selected as typical cases of the PR EERBNZFHRIES =6, =2
year or reference cases. “Being an IP lawyer £R,COAENEFXATERTREN
gives me the platform to showcase my le- EREMNFEENTE | EROILAE
gal rationality and passion for innovation. Eh BANRREREFELOHESAIA

The greatest sense of accomplishment in q,
my career comes from the satisfaction and °
recognition of clients.” said Sun.

We are the first law firm in China.

We are one of the largest law firms in China.

We deliver creative solutions.

\ IR

Beijjing | Shanghai | Shenzhen

E-mail: global@glo.com.cn

Tel: 86-10-6584-6688

Add: 15 & 20/F, Tower 1, China Central Place, No. 81, Jianguo Road, Chaoyang District,
Beifing, 100025

www.glo.com.cn
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Baker McKenzie

HANG WANG

Hang Wang is a capital markets partner of Baker & McKenzie in its
Beijing office, and his practice areas include IPO and corporate fi-
nancing, M&A and reorganization, corporate governance and general
commercial transactions. In addition, Wang also provides listed com-
panies with compliance legal services. Wang has completed a number
of high-profile transactions in close to 14 years of practice, including
the merger between CSR Corporation Limited and CNR Corporation
Limited to form CRRC Corporation Limited. Over the past 12 months,
Wang has provided professional legal services for the ac-
quisition by IDG Energy Investment Group of oil and
natural gas assets in the US (valued at HKD 2.1
billion), Yanzhou Coal Mining's acquisition of
Coal & Allied from RIO TINTO (valued at USD
2.45 billion), the Hong Kong IPO of a State-
owned logistics company and the RMB 12
billion non-public offering of A shares by
CRRC. Wang's practice philosophy is to
turn the law into a tool that provides cli-
ents with practical solutions by looking af-
ter their actual needs. Wang argues that a
lawyer’s job is to find the maximum degree
of flexibility for clients in an ever evolving le-
gal and regulatory framework to best achieve
clients’ business objectives.

352 B 1 E R 5
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Llinks Law Offices
LEO WANG

A partner with Llinks Law Offices, Leo Wang has, for the past 14
years of practice, been committed to providing professional le-
gal services in capital markets/corporate financing, M&A /asset
reorganization, private equity investment/venture capital, asset
management and other related fields. Wang was involved in the
completion of the largest restructuring project to date in China'’s
culture and media sector, i.e., acting for Shanghai Media Group
(“SMG") to complete the acquisition of SVA Information Industry
and the major reorganization and listing of its new media busi-
ness BesTV, acting for BesTV to complete major reorganization
projects, including the merger of Oriental Pearl by absorption,
the acquisition of major market-oriented operating assets under
the new SMG and supporting fund-raising activities, and other
major projects and cases. Wang is also frequently involved in le-
gal service projects such as the IPO and listing of enterprises, the
acquisition or sale of the controlling power of listed companies,
the acquisition and reorganization of domestic and overseas
assets by listed companies, etc. When asked about his practice
philosophy, Wang shared that “One needs to love what he/she
does. With love for the legal profession, | constantly strive to im-
prove myself. | hope that with the experiences gained over the
years in corporate investment and financing as well as asset
management, | can provide clients with comprehensive solu-
tions in designing complex transaction structures.”
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Beijing Jincheng Tongda & Neal Law Firm
MINGKAI WANG

“Maximizing clients’ interests, and providing clients with comprehen-
sive legal services that are creative and add value commercially; striv-
ing to facilitate the completion of transactions, and holding firmly onto
the bottom line of risk control” are the two pillars of Mingkai Wang's
philosophies in practice. A senior partner with Jincheng Tongda & Neal,
Wang has long focused on corporate M&A and reorganization, domes-
tic and overseas listing/bond issuance and asset securitization, private
equity funds/venture capital, infrastructure and real estate investment
and financing, and foreign direct investment. With solid professional
skills and rich practical experiences, Wang is proficient in the laws,
regulations, policies and relevant government regulatory practices in
the foregoing practice areas, and thus able to provide clients with a full
range of legal services. He has long represented large State-owned
enterprises (“SOE") (such as China Poly Group, CITIC, Sinoma, Ori-
ent Asset Management, etc.) and industry leading private enterprises
(such as Sunac, Digital China, etc.) throughout the entire process of
major transactions. Highlights of Wang's performance include acting
for Hong Kong MTR in participating in the concession operation project
of Shenyang subway, acting for Sunac to acquire Kaisa, CDH Invest-
ments's RMB fund project and the RMB fund project of SAIF Partners.
In the past year, Wang represented Sunac in its strategic investment in
LeTV and its acquisition of the real estate development business of Top
Spring International, assisted China Merchants Group to jointly launch
a media industry fund with People’s Daily, and acted for Poly Real Es-
tate to participate in the auction of the asset package of Guangxin Real
Estate (where the successful bidder eventually paid RMB 55.1 billion).
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ZHONG LUN

0 14 & BT B 545 B
ZHONG LUN LAW FIRM

Tel:86-10-5957 2288

Add: ERTHHARRESAE P SSKAME3L. 33, 36, 378
Fax:86-10-6568 10221838 www.zhonglun.com
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Grandall Law Firm

WEI WEI

A partner in Grandall's Shanghai office, Wei Wei has led nearly 100 listing fi-
nancing and reorganization investment projects since starting her practice,
providing professional legal services for many large well-known enterprises
and financial institutions to tap the capital market and complete their strategic
development. Wei has been involved in the A + H share placement by the Bank

of Communications in 2010 and its non-public offering in 2012, the NYSE

listing of LDK, the merger of Shanghai Pharmaceuticals, Shangshi
Pharmaceuticals and Chinese and Western Pharmaceuticals by
absorption and their major asset reorganization, etc. Over
the past 12 months, Wei successfully completed the back-
door listing of SF Express, the A-share IPO of the Bank
of Shanghai, the H-share IPO of Guotai Junan Securities
and other major high-profile transactions. As a senior
lawyer in the field of capital market legal services, in
addition to focusing on practice, Wei also pays atten-
tion to the building of the theoretical framework of
capital market legal services and the training of young
lawyers, and has been a key lecturer of Grandall's youth
lawyer training program for many years. Wei strives to find
the best legal solutions between innovative business devel-
opment models and relatively conservative legal provisions to
help entrepreneurs realize their business dreams while achieving

her own professional ambitions, that is, using professional legal services

to achieve the rule of law.
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Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
YUTING WU

A senior legal consultant with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom,
Yuting Wu is also one of the most experienced lawyers in its Shanghai
office, well regarded by clients for his “top all-round capabilities and
particularly strong ability in terms of client communication and proj-
ect management”. In the past few years, Wu has been involved in, and
has led, a number of keenly-watched transactions in corporate M&A
and US capital markets, and has established an excellent reputation
in the industry. In terms of corporate M&A, his notable work over the
past two years includes representing Didi Chuxing in its acquisition of
Uber’s China operations and the completion of its subsequent mega-
financing of over USD 5.5 billion, acting for Ctrip to complete the share
swap between Baidu and Qunar and the sale of eLong’s shares thereto
by Expedia, and assisting Daizhong Dianping in completing its stra-
tegic merger with Meituan and the subsequent USD 3.1 billion large
financing by Meituan-Dianping. In US capital market business, Wu
acted for ZTO Express to complete its USD 1.4 billion listing last year,
and has previously represented the US listing of a number of China
Concepts Stock, including VIPS, MOMO, Youku and JP Investment and
the follow-up equity/debt financing of Ctrip and many other US-listed
companies. He is also in charge of the daily legal compliance matters
of these companies on a long-term basis. Wu is qualified and has prac-
ticed in the New York State. “I've shared a lot of unforgettable moments
of both struggles and celebrations with excellent clients over the years,
and they are the wealth and the energy of my career. | thank my clients
for placing their trust in me, and I'm committed to doing whatever | can
to be part of their journey and grow with them.” said Wu.
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DeHeng Law Offices
JENNIFER ZHANG

A partner with DeHeng Law Offices, Jennifer Zhang specializes in
cross-border banking and financial legal services. As a lead lawyer,
Zhang provides legal services for the cross-border credit financing,
syndicated lending, M&A financing, project financing, aircraft and
vessel financing, derivatives, swaps, interbank credit and sovereign
lending by large banks, investment funds and SOEs in more than
40 countries and regions, counting CDB, Import-Export Bank of
China (“EXIM Bank”), Bank of China, Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China, China Everbright Bank and Bank of Communications
among her notable financial institution clients. Zhang's recent work
includes a large-scale cross-border M&A syndicated lending project
of a Chinese SOE, a South American hydropower station construc-
tion financing project by CBD, a large aircraft financing project of
EXIM Bank, etc. Zhang believes that each project given by a client to
a lawyer entails heavy responsibilities, and that the more complex
the project, the more responsibilities the lawyer shoulders. Only by
treating each and every project with professional legal knowledge,
a sense of diligent responsibilities and excellent abilities to solve
legal problems can a lawyer live up to the trust placed in him/her
by clients, which is also the best evidence of a lawyer’s relentless
pursuit of progress and excellence!
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Jingtian & Gongcheng
RONGSHENG ZHANG

One of the youngest equity partners in the history of Jingtian &
Gongcheng, Rongsheng Zhang was promoted to equity partner in
early 2013 after serving as a salaried partner. Zhang boasts a wealth
of experience in securities and capital markets, and has led a number
of industry-leading benchmark transactions in the TMT field, such as
Focus Media’s return to the A-share market, JD. com'’s spinning-off of
JD Finance and Wanda Cinema'’s A-share IPO. In addition, Zhang has
a deep understanding of, and extensively participates in, both the do-
mestic capital market and the capital market in Hong Kong, acting as
a lead lawyer for a number of Hong Kong listing projects and A-share
IPOs of H-share companies. Apart from focusing on legal
practices, Zhang also strives to assist innovative enter-
prises and start-ups in his professional fields, and
serves as legal counsel for a number of public wel-
fare start-ups pro bono. Zhang has always be-
lieved that “a lawyer needs to master a broad
range of skills so that he/she is not only an
expert in law, but also an insider of industries.
He/she should be good at reviewing projects
from both legal and commercial perspectives,
pay attention to the bigger picture while also
strive for excellence in every detail, and show-
case a high degree of professionalism through
different dimensions.”
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East & Concord Partners

XUAN ZHANG

At the age of 31, Xuan Zhang became the youngest capital partner of
East & Concord Partners. She now leads a 44-member team, and is
in charge of the management and day-to-day operations of the firm's
finance and financing practice group. Specializing in finance, asset
management and project financing legal services, Zhang has, over the
years, undertaken all the domestic and overseas bond issuance projects
of Hua Xia Bank, covering financial bonds, subordinated debts, second-
ary capital debts, etc., with the cumulative amount reaching RMB 20
billion. As legal advisor to SDIC Taikang Trust, she assisted in the es-
tablishment of the first equity charitable trust “SDIC Taikang Trust 2017
Love and Dream Education Charitable Trust No. 2" and its record-filing
with the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Civil Affairs, which is the first chari- m
table trust where equity is used as trust property after the Charity Law
comes into effect. She also provides full legal services for the CITIC Trust
- COHC asset-backed notes project, and this type of trust ABN products
has recently been launched and successfully issued. At the same time of
delving deep into her practice, Zhang often follows hot social topics to
organize and hold various forums and seminars from the perspective of
enhancing the firm’s reputation and developing more client leads, and
also has innovative thinking and a bigger-picture vision in terms of the
positioning and development of the firm. Zhang believes in “completing
each assignment with full dedication and focus because professional-
ism comes from love and details make a difference”, and this credo also
inspires her to constantly strive for excellence. @
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INTERVIEW WITH ZHANG RONGSHENG, ALB CHINA TOP 15 RISING LAWYERS 2017
ALB2017EHE+IHEEMFERKRKEENETH

5% 5k M Zhang Rongsheng
ERABRTEFHEMNA

B FEf# : zhang.rongsheng@jingtian.com
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JINGTIAN & GONGCHENG

ALB:You have been holding the
title of the youngest equity partner
in Jingtian & Gongcheng for many
years. Is this honor also putting
pressure on you?

Zhang: Although Jingtian & Gongcheng
is a veteran law firm with 25 years in the
business, its culture is very democratic
and relaxed. Meritocracy is the key word
in our firm. As nothing suppresses the
development of young talents, there are
plenty of opportunities for young lawyers
in our firm. Once a young lawyer myself, |
have benefited from, and remain grateful
for, our systems and culture, and | am
delighted to see young talents emerging
from our firm. From my personal point
of view, the title of the “youngest equity
partner” which | have retained for many
years does not, in itself, contribute to my
legal career (of course it does no harm
either). This is because the foundation
of lawyers’ practice is based on clients’
trust in an individual lawyer, including
his/her professional ethics, knowledge,
experience, skills and many more,
and such trust can only be built and
consolidated through the exchanges,
cooperation and interactions between
lawyers and clients.

LEGALBUSINESSONLINE.COM/CHINA

ALB: You have handled many high-profile
capital market projects over more than a
decade of practice, and your clients include
JD.com, Focus Media and many other well-
known enterprises. What do you think is
the ideal way for lawyers and their clients,
especially clients that are industry giants, to
get along with each other?

Zhang:In terms of capital markets and
investment and M&A, clients always have clear
business expectations in planning their business
activities. A qualified lawyer understands the
implications of a client’s business expectations
accurately, while a top lawyer should have
the ability to help a client manage its business
expectations. This means that, in addition to
rich and solid legal knowledge, lawyers in these
practice fields should have even more business
knowledge to be able to help clients sort out
the key points in their business expectations
from a business perspective, and give the most
reasonable advice when clients decide to “retain”
and “leave out” these key points, so as to assist
clients in finalizing executable business plans.
And clients, if they can make good use of the
assistance provided by their lawyers, can often
achieve twofold the desired results with half the
efforts in realizing their business expectations.
Therefore, top lawyers and mature clients
complement each other. For me personally,
most of my clients, including the industry giants
you mentioned, have very efficient decision-
making mechanisms and highly-competent in-
house execution teams, and maintain virtuous
interactions with lawyers on specific projects.
This is an ideal way to get along with clients in
my opinion.

ALB: In your opinion, what is the biggest
challenge that the continuous development
of China’s capital market has brought to
lawyers practicing in this field?

Zhang: China’s capital market is unique in the
sense that while its regulatory philosophy and
directions have been kept stable to a certain
degree, its regulatory means and the related
regulatory rules (including written rules and
customary rules formed in practice) are often
updated substantially. Therefore, it is very
important for lawyers in this field to constantly
update their knowledge and practical experience.
In response to this challenge, we must constantly
pay attention to the most cutting-edge dynamics
of industries, and get personally involved in
various innovative projects -- this is something
that needs to be kept up at all times. However,
since truly outstanding lawyers are always scarce
in this field, such challenge can also be turned
into an opportunity.
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