ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS
20 CSR LIST JANUARY 2015

-_—
—

— ™

B CSR Ranki
ALB CSR Ranking 2015
12 ATts It Hr 2

MORE POWER, MORE RESPONSIBILITIES.

AS CHINA'S LAW FIRMS ADVANCE RAPIDLY BOTH IN SIZE AND CAPABILITIES, THEY ARE STARTING TO
REALISE THE QUANTUM OF OBLIGATIONS THAT THEY NEED TO SHOULDER IN ORDER TO GIVE BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THEY OPERATE IN.

ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS' (ALB) CSR LIST AIMS TO HIGHLIGHT THOSE ORGANISATIONS WHICH ARE DOING
PIONEERING WORK IN THE SOCIAL SPHERE, RANGING FROM PRO BONO WORK TO COMMUNITY OUTREACH,
EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES, AND ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND SO ON.

ALB HAS COMPILED LAW FIRMS' WORK IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS AND AFTER A DETAILED RESEARCH
INVOLVING, AMONG OTHER PARAMETRES, COMPARISONS OF THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES FIRMS HAVE
BEEN SHOULDERING, WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT THE TOP FIVE FIRMS ON OUR LIST.

PLEASE JOIN US IN APPLAUDING THESE FIRMS FOR DEVOTING THEIR TIME AND HARD WORK SELFLESSLY TO
PAY THEIR DUES TO SOCIETY AT LARGE.

THE RANKING IS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER.
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KING & WOOD MALLESONS

As an international law firm, King & Wood Mallesons is not only
renowned for its cutting-edge legal service, but also for the pro
bono work it delivers considering that all the partners and other
legal staff at the firm are encouraged to undertake this sort of
legal work.

One example of this is the firm’s Workplace Giving Programme
to encourage staff to make regular donations to their preferred
charities directly from their pay which the firm matches dollar-for-
dollar. Through the combined giving of the firm and its individu-
als, the firm has been able to make a tangible difference to the
charities in the programme.

In mainland China also,
the firm is equally active
in pro bono work. So far,
it has helped build seven
elementary schools in
China’s rural areas. The
eighth and ninth KWM
schools were established
in Guizhou and Guangxi,
respectively in 2014.
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MWE CHINA LAW OFFICES

As a law firm headquartered in Shanghai, MWE China Law Of-
fices also aims the world when it comes to giving back to society.

The firm has formed a partnership with the Cherished Dream
Foundation, a non-profit organisation, aimed at enhancing the
level of basic education for grades 1 to 9 in underdeveloped re-
gions in China. MWE China has provided legal and tax advice on
donations, logistics, purchases, IP rights protection, and coop-
eration with other parties, insurance, and debt collection.

MWE also cooperates with international
NGOs. It has partnered with SALIGAN, a
Philippines-based NGO working towards the
empowerment of women, and local com-
munities through the creative use of the law

and legal resources. Through nearly half a
year's effort, MWE China’s team, consisting
of partners, senior attorneys, foreign coun-
sel and attorneys worked with SALIGAN to
create a detailed memo to introduce to local
people China’s approach to dealing with the
interests of indigenous people, mining com-
panies, and the general public, and related
laws and regulations.
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SUNSHINE LAW FIR

SUNSHINE LAW FIRM

As a reputable and leading law firm in China with clearly
demonstrated expertise in its area of functioning for nearly
two decades now, Sunshine Law Firm has devoted itself
wholeheartedly to its areas of specialisation: energy and en-
vironment.

Always the advocate for environmental protection, related
work has become more and more significant with China’s
overall environment worsening rapidly in recent years.

The firm has been actively involved in environmental protec-
tion work across China with chief partner, Chen Zhen, work-
ing as the chief counsel for “Green Zhejiang,” the largest
and most influential non-profit environmental organisation
aimed at promoting better ecological conditions.

The firm also initiated the programme “Blue Sky and Clean
Water LTC New City Overall Solution”, LTC stand for Law,
Technology and Capital.
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TAHOTA LAW FIRM

Unlike other big law firms located in metropolitan cities like
Beijing or Shanghai, Chengdu-based Tahota Law Firm pro-
vide pro bono work on a vast range of topics.

With its headquarters located in west China, a relatively lag-
ging-behind area in the country in terms of economic devel-
opment, the firm has been exerting itself in various spheres to
fulfill its social responsibility.

Not only has it created several foundations and set up schol-
arships for many universities across China to promote legal
education, as one of the few law firms in China that have a
office located in Tibet, Tahota has created a “legal library”
there, to provide legal consultation services to the govern-
ment and people there to enhance people’s legal awareness.

“We are a law firm born and bred in west China. We are down
to earth and have a good knowledge of people’s needs, so”
says Shoutai Cheng, managing pm
partner of the firm.
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As one of the biggest and the most prominent law firms in AP ERANBHANENERZ— , PRETES

China, Zhong Lun excels in advising its clients as well as its
societal stakeholders.

As the leader in China’s pro bono work, the firm has set up
the “Zhong Lun Charity Foundation”, which was officially
registered in the Beijing Civil Affairs Bureau last year. The
fund was formed through the donations and would be used
in various charity works.

Zhong Lun, as an legal institution, also attaches great signifi-
cance to varies charity work suing its areas of expertise. The
work it has done includes enhancing legal education, medi-
cal aid, environmental protection and assisting the disad-
vantaged. It has been operating on many influential charity
projects in legal aids and pro bono work.

"“If students grow up with an awareness of the law, they will
grow into better citizens,” says Anthony Wenjun Qiao, man-
aging partner of the firm.
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Building partnerships. Inspiring change.

MWE China Law Offices is honored to be recognized as one of the top five Corporate Social Responsibility firms by Asian Legal
Business. MWE China’s unique platform allows us to enjoy the benefits of local law licenses together with McDermott's global
resources, which in turn allows our lawyers to engage in a broad variety of pro bono endeavors.

McDermott
Will& Emery

www.mwe.com
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AS THE CONCEPT OF PRO-BONO AND LEGAL AID STARTS TO TAKE ROOT IN CHINA, LAWYERS
IN THE COUNTRY ARE STRUGGLING-TO FIND THEIR ROLES AND CLARIFY THEIR OBLIGATIONS.
SHANGIJING LI REPORTS
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ust as much as lawyers love talking about big cases they advise on, they love to

talk about the pro bono work they do as well, since such work highlights their

commitment towards public good. However, with their tight schedules, some-
times they are pushed to making a choice between the two.

Maintaining this balance becomes particularly tricky for law firms, a lot of which
are growing impressively in size, but obviously shouldering more social obligations,
as the country is confronted with an increasingly uneven economy and a greater
wealth gap between the rich and the poor.

As the gatekeepers of the law, lawyers are in unique positions to help address
social inequalities, especially when China is advancing the legal reforms arena.
However, the very notion of the legal profession as a whole is still in its evolutionary
stages in this country. So are its social responsibilities.

Unlike the Western world that has, for long, long adopted the term “pro bono,” a
term derived from the Latin phrase “pro bono publico” to refer to free legal service
by lawyers for public good, the term only took root in China a few years ago. In fact,
initially, there weren’t even proper Mandarin translations to start with.

Pro bono in the Western context usually entails representation in litigations, in
which Chinese law firms are not willing to get involved. Charging the government
sometimes involves the possibility of putting themselves at risk, and so most law
firms prefer to do social work instead.

It was during a workshop by PlLnet, a global network for public interest law in
2012, when lawyers in China achieved a breakthrough in defining pro bono in Chi-
nese, “lv suo she hui ze ren,” meaning social responsibility, the best way to interpret
the social role of law practitioners in China.

According to Anthony Wenjun Qiao, managing partner of Zhong Lun Law Firm
in Shanghai, lawyers in China have mostly contributed to the following aspects:
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creating law-related funds, providing legal aid to the disadvantaged, contribut-
ing to environment protection, doing charity, and undertaking various educa-
tional initiatives.

“Small- and middle-sized law firms are doing more and better [work] than
big law firms in terms of providing legal aid,” says Qiao. “Let me be honest;
lawyers in big law firms are busy making money. Sometimes they are too busy
to give back to society.”

But being busy doesn’t mean having to contribute less. Big law firms like Zhong
Lun have created the Zhong Lun Public Interest Fund, the value of which has
surpassed RMB 4.5 million with donations that have come from its partners and
lawyers. Zhong Lun has used the fund to provide legal training and financial
help to lawyers who have volunteered to assist in the upliftment of underprivi-
leged people in China’s rural areas.

Also to better their efficiency and fully utilise their expertise, several law firms
have chosen to team up with varies social organisations.

"It is really important for law firms to use social organisations’ power,” says
Chen Zhen, managing partner of Sunshine Law Firm.

Chen is the chief counsel of “Green Zhejiang,” one of the largest and most
influential non-profit environmental organisations in China aimed to popularise
environmental protection knowledge. She has spent days and nights to help the
organisation since its inception in 2001, and by providing direct legal advice and
training to “Green Zhejiang,” Chen is making all sorts of attempts to maximise
the use of her legal expertise.

China is now facing issues like deteriorating air quality, and worsening en-
vironmental conditions, and Chen is calling every legal professional's atten-
tion and contributions to these concerns. “We lawyers have a big stage in the
environmental industry,” she says. “And in the years to come, we would have
a bigger obligation to fulfill.” And to do this, she says working with the non-
government organisation is crucial.

In fact, a lot of China’s law firms have already joined the cause of environ-
mental protection by teaming up with others and utilising their strengths in this
regard. For example, in 2011, Zhong Lun became a member of the Society of
Entrepreneurs & Ecology (SEE), one of the biggest desertification governance
organisations in China. The firm has provided legal and financial support to help
SEE function properly.

“Some organisations need money. While they could offer the ideas and the
ways to advance public interest, we could provide the funds and legal advice,”
says Qiao.

The other popular organisations law firms always partner with are schools
and universities, where they set up scholarships or specific legal programmes.

“If you want to influence the country, you need to influence education first,”
Qiao says. “It's hard for grownups to change, but not for the kids.”

Sponsored by Zhong Lun public interest funds, young lawyers in Shanghai
are going to primary schools and colleges to create awareness about the law. “If
students are growing up with the awareness of law, they would grow into better
citizens,” Qiao says.

As China's legal system evolves, lawyers are becoming better aware of their
roles in the pro bono work sphere, or more precisely put it, the areas of their
social responsibilities.

A few years ago, while talking about giving back to society, lawyers still
boasted of the help they have provided in building schools in rural areas, or pro-
viding supplies to disaster-stricken areas like Sichuan province in the year 2008
- without differentiating themselves too much from other charity organisations.
But now, they are more involved in the kind of work that can utilise their exper-
tise.

"l think lawyers nowadays have a clearer understanding of the concept and
meaning of their social responsibilities,” Qiao says. He notes there are many
forms of pro bono work lawyers could explore, like partnering with different
charity funds, and/or involving legal students.

“We have more than 200,000 lawyers in the country. | wish we could change
the thing we are vying for in this industry. We need to compete for who contrib-
utes more to society, instead of who advises which IPO case,” he says.
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